PREFACE

Citizens, nonprofit organizations, and
local public officials, in increasing numbers,
are restoring nature as a vehicle to improve
their downtowns, as well as to enhance gen-
eral economic conditions within their com-
munities. Public officials especially are learn-
ing that they can plant the seeds of urban
renewzl and, ar the same time, restore na-
ture. Not only do they renew their neigh-
borhoods and downtowns, but they also at-
tract tourists as well as private investment.
The return-to-nature movement is becom-
ing a fact of life in our communities as our
nation and its cities enter the 21st century.

The types of investment in nature that
are taking place in our cities and towns in-
clude those projects and programs related to
creating, protecting, preserving, and restor-
ing nature. The major projects and pro-
grams described in this volume in each of
these categories are highlighted below.
¢ “Creartion” projects include the develop-

ment of computer models to prevent
urban sprawl, the establishment of open
spaces to improve downtown living, and
the purposeful networking of inner-city
greenways and trails.

* “Protection” programs include maintain-
ing local climate patterns, positively im-
pacting the environment through proper
planning techniques to guide develop-
ment, and ways to safeguard znimals from
the automobile.

* “Prescrvation” cfforts include maintain-
ing existing urban corridors, wildlife ref-
uges, open spaces, and nature areas.

* “Restoration” initiatives encompass both

water-related and downtown-oriented
programs. Water-related programs in-
clude rivers, watershed areas, and beaches.
Downtown-oriented projects include re-
storing public parks, plazas, open spaces,
and greenways.

This new type of community renewal
process represents the efforts of citizens and
local public officials to invest wisely in their
downtowns and neighborhoods with the
goal of revitalizing them through nature,
and ro bring citizens back downtown in
record numbers. This volume focuses ex-
clusively on local government and nonprofic
organization revitalization efforts that em-
phasize those public works projects to cre-
ate, protect, preserve, and restore nature in
America’s cities and towns.

The realities of modern economic life
have shown us that, when investment fo-
cuses on enhancing the natural aspects of
our communities, business, commerce, and
tourism will follow shortly thereafter. A new
cclectic economic development model is
evolving that is beginning to work in a num-
ber of politically, economically, racially, and
culturally diverse communities. An invest-
ment in “nature” now yields positive com-
munity-wide benefits, both tangible and in-
tangible—for residents and tourists alike.

This volume is broken down into four
sections for ease of reference. The first sec-
tion introduces the reader to this new sub-
ject, “cities and nature.” The second sec-
tion, and by design the longest, includes
numerous case studies, or best practices, on
how cities and towns are investing in nature
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to stimulate downtown and neighborhood
revitalization. The next section focuses on
the future of this “back-to-nature” move-
ment as our nation enters the 21st century.
Several appendices included in the last por-
tion of this volume provide important in-
formation in this new subject arca. Based
on this conceprual schema, the four primary
sections of this volume are highlighted
below.

* Cities and Nature. Chapters in this sec-
tion describe new approaches to managing
urban growth, evolving environmental
management systems, and the movement
to create “new” Main Streets in our cities
and towns. The last chapter describes the
economic benchts of creating parks and
open spaces.

* The Best Practices. The cities and towns

examined in this volume, including the
states in which they are located, are listed
below categorically in alphabetical order.
The case studies represent an important
effort to obrain a body of knowledge on
the best practices available in this dy-
namic new, and still evolving, field.
...Cities: Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston,
Cambridge, Camden, Charlottesville,
Chattanooga, Chicago, Denver, Fairfield,
Fort Collins, Gainesville, Grand Forks,
Hampton, Harmony, Hartford, Irvine,
Lafayette, Lake Worth, Lancaster, Marti-
tuck, Miami Beach, Minneapolis, New
York City, Petaluma, Philadelphia, Phoe-
nix, Port Aransas, Portland, Riverhead,
Saint Louis Park, Saint Paul, San Fran-
cisco, San Jose, San Rafael, Silver Spring,
and West Des Moines.
...States: Arizona, California, Colorado,
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, lowa, In-
diana, lllinois, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North
Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wash-
ington.

* The Future. This section examines the
likely future of the “back-to-nature”

movement in our nation’s cities and
towns. Chapters included in this portion
of this reference work focus on the eco-
logical revolution taking place in Amer-
ica, the trend to search for economic
growth that does not bring destruction to
nature in the process, the importance of
placing landscaping in the urban man-
made environment, and the return of
urban parks and public plazas to our
inner-city arcas. The concluding chaprer
examines the impact of nature on the
human spirit, and how important nature
is to our “living” environment. These
readings reflect the fact that initiatives re-
lated to the creation, protection, preser-
vation, and restoration of nature to man'’s
urban environment are here to stay.
Appendices. Scveral appendices are in-
cluded in this volume. They include a re-
gional resource directory of all of the cities
and towns included in “The Best Prac-
tices” section of this volume, and a na-
tional resource directory of all major
professional associations and research or-
ganizations in ficlds related to “cities and
nature.” Lastly a comprehensive bibliog-
raphy on this new subject is provided,
with listings under the headings of books,
monographs, articles, and other sources.
The case studies in this volume repre-

sent state-of-the-art practices on how citi-
zens, nonprofit organizations, and local pub-
lic officials alike are using various aspects of
nature to promote neighborhood and com-
munity renewal. All of these projects related
to nature now represent a new discipline
within the traditional field of municipal eco-
nomic development. The term “nature” in
this volume is used in its broadest sense, and
is meant to include those improvements to
land and water that encompass the creation,
protection, preservation, and restoration of
nature in the very core of our communities.
The case studies selected for this work fall
under this definition.

The practices reflected in the case

©2006 Roger L. Kemp. All rights reserved.



studies contained in this volume are typi-
cally applied in a piecemeal and incremen-
tal fashion in cities and towns throughout
America. For the most par, citizens, non-
profit organizations, and local public offi-
cials are busy doing their own thing within
their own communities. They do not have
the time to find out what other neighboring
cities and towns are doing in this area, let
alone what other communities are doing in
far away places located throughout the na-
tion. For this reason, the case studics se-
lected for this reference volume represent an
important codification of knowledge in this
rapidly evolving field.

This reference work assembles, for the
first time, materials based on a national lit-
erature search, and makes this information
available to citizens and public officials
throughout the United States. The goal of
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this volume is to help educate the public on
how to best use aspects of nature as an cco-
nomic stimulus for downtown and neigh-
borhood revitalization. If additional infor-
mation is desired to follow-up on any
specific case study in this volume, every city,
town, county, special district, and nonprofit
organization listed for each case study is in-
cluded in the Regional Resource Directory.
Additional information can casily be ob-
tained from this directory by contacting in-
dividuals at those sources listed. Important
state, regional, and national resources are
also brought together for the first time to
help readers become more informed about
the new field of “cities and nature.”

Roger L. Kemp
Vallejo, California
January 2006
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